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Space — the fi nal frontier. 
These are the voyages of the 
Ball State University Planetar-
ium. Its three-weekend mis-
sion: to show a live presen-
tation of stars, to talk about 
the history of Mars and show 
pictures of possible life and 
terrain features — to boldly 
go where no planetarium has 
gone before.

No, this isn’t some hostile 

takeover of a Star Trek epi-
sode; it’s a trip to the Ball State 
Planetarium and its free pre-
sentation, The Mars Invasion.

If you’ve never been to a 
planetarium, I highly recom-
mend it, but I don’t think I’d 
recommend going to the Mars 
presentation unless you have 
nothing else to do.

I arrived about 15 minutes 
before the show, and the 70-
seat room already was full. 
Children, adults and students 
waited to learn more about 
Mars. Unfortunately where I 
was sitting I was practically 
reading the PowerPoint presen-
tation upside down. As if that 
weren’t bad enough, members 
of a Boy Scout troop were talk-
ing the entire time, so it was 
hard to hear the moderator.

The show began with the 
Halloween 1938 Mercury The-

atre presentation when a ra-
dio show claimed aliens had 
landed on a farm in New Jer-
sey. This was interesting and 
showed how people had to 
use their imaginations to see 
what things were like before 
TVs came around. The listen-
ers actually believed aliens 
had landed despite there be-
ing commercials.

After the radio clip the 
moderator gave a PowerPoint 
presentation about the his-
tory of Mars’ discovery and 
the orbiters and landers the 
world has launched to the Red 
Planet from the Mariner 6 and 
7 expeditions in 1969 to the 
most recent Phoenix Lander 
in 2008. He also showed some 
video clips taken of Mars from 
the telescope on top of the 
Cooper Science Complex. If it 
weren’t cloudy that night, then 

after the presentation specta-
tors could go on the roof and 
see stars and planets from the 
telescope themselves.

One of the most interesting 
aspects of the show was when 
the moderator explained the 
planet’s temperature differ-
ence. He said he was 6 feet tall, 
and the difference between his 
feet and his head would be 40 

degrees if he were on Mars. He 
also explained that scientists 
now have proof that fl owing 
rivers and salty oceans were 
once on Mars.

Once The Mars Invasion fi n-
ished, the lights dimmed, and 
it was so dark that you could 
barely see your hand in front 
of your face.

Stars covered the ceiling. The 
Milky Way stretched across 
the room. For city dwellers it 
would have been a magnifi -
cent sight. For country folk, 
such as the couple sitting next 
to me, whose son was with the 
Boy Scouts, it’s what it looked 
like every night.

The moderator showed where 
various stars and constella-
tions were but also explained 
something that boggles my 
mind. He pointed to where the 
star Vega was in the sky and 

explained that the light we see 
from Vega was 26 years old. 
That means the light the stars 
emits at one time reaches us 
26 years later. Other stars he 
pointed to were 1,000 years or 
100,000 years old. The light 
we see from the Sun is eight 
minutes old, he said.

This drew “wows” and “amaz-
ings” from the whole room. 

When the presentation end-
ed, and the lights turned on, 
I was slightly disappointed we 
couldn’t see more stars, but 
I still had an enjoyable time. 
Again, if you have never been 
to a planetarium or are bored 
one evening it’s defi nitely 
worth going at least once in 
your life.

The Mars Invasion plays 
again at 7:30 p.m. the next 
two weekends on Oct. 10, 11, 
17 and 18.
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dancing talent
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PLANETARIUM: THE MARS INVASION

Star show takes viewers to fi nal frontier
Amanda Getchel:
THIS AND THAT

Amanda Getchel is 
a senior journalism 
major and writes “This 
and That” for the 
Daily News. Her views 
do not necessarily 
agree with those of 
the newspaper.

What: The Mars Invasion
When: 7:30 p.m., Oct. 10, 11, 17 
and 18
Where: Ball State University 
Planetarium
Cooper Physical Science 
Building Rm. 90
Admission: Free to all ages, 
seating is limited

Notes

Cornerstone Center for the 
Arts will be hosting Middle-
town Idol, a local contest 
similar to American Idol. The 
dance preliminaries will be 
held today, and the solo and 
group vocal preliminaries on 
Thursday. The fi nal com-
petition for both categories 
will be held on Saturday. All 
shows start at 7 p.m. in the 
Edmund Burke Ball Audito-
rium, 520 E. Main Street.

The competition is open to 
solo and group vocalists and 
dancers ages 14 and above.  

Registration is now open 
until noon Thursday, and 
information can be found at 
www.cornerstonearts.org or 
at the Cornerstone building. 

More than $2,000 worth of 
prizes will be awarded to the 
fi rst, second and third place 
winners. 

All proceeds from the 
competition will benefi t 
programs sponsored by Cor-
nerstone Center for the Arts.

Group presents  
findings from 
Sri Lanka trip

IMMERSIVE LEARNING

Liz Mensching ■ Chief Reporter

Senior urban planning major 
Marino Solorio went to Sri Lan-
ka expecting to help villagers 
cope with the wreckage left by a 
2004 tsunami. Instead he found 
them to be self-suffi cient when 
given the proper equipment 
and gained a new perspective 
from the experience. 

“It’s important to know that in 
any profession you sometimes 
have to change or mold your 
perspective when traveling to 
other places,” he said. “We 
changed both as professionals 
and as people and want to open 
people’s minds to these oppor-
tunities.”

CapAsia, an immersive learn-
ing program at Ball State Univer-
sity, will present their fi ndings 
from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day in the College of Architec-
ture and Planning Room 100.

The director of the project, Ni-
hal Perera, said the goal of the 
trip was to study the recovery 
efforts of a 2004 tsunami that 
left villages in the region dam-
aged.

The group of 18 students di-
vided their 11-week trip among 
fi ve villages collecting interviews 

and surveys in an attempt to 
better understand the lifestyles 
of people in the area before the 
tsunami hit, Solorio said. 

After doing research the team 
was able to provide hands-on 
help with projects that included 
rebuilding a bridge, cleaning up 
the communities and sponsor-
ing a festival.

Solorio helped to orchestrate 
the Peacock Festival in the Ya 
Ya Watte village. 

“The best part of it was show-
casing the talents and crafts 
of people from the village,” he 
said. “It was great; really awe-
some.”

“ It’s important to know 
that in any profession 
you sometimes have 
to change or mold 
your perspective when 
traveling to other 
places. We changed 
both as professionals 
and as people and 
want to open people’s 
minds to these 
opportunities.”
MARINO SOLORIO
Urban planning major

Federal Reserve chairman proposes plan 
to bolster economy as stocks plummet

MONEY

Bernanke’s booster
From the Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Federal Reserve took an-
other bold step to boost 
troubled credit markets 
Tuesday as chairman Ben 
Bernanke hinted at anoth-
er interest-rate cut to spark 
the U.S. economy and Pres-
ident Bush pushed foreign 
leaders for a global action 
plan to rescue banks.
Yet Wall Street was un-

moved as all three major 
American stock indices 
lost another 5 percent of 
their value as fi nancial 
market bloodletting con-
tinued.
The Dow Jones Indus-

trial Average fell 508.39 
points, or 5.1 percent, to 
close at 9447.11. The S&P 
500 was off 60.66, or 5.7 
percent, to 996.23. The 
Nasdaq fi nished down 
108.08 points, or 5.8 
percent, to 1754.88.

The Dow is down 13 
percent in the past fi ve 
trading days.
Speaking to business 

leaders in Virginia, Bush 
said his administration 
is moving at a breakneck 
pace to implement a bank 
rescue plan passed last 
week by Congress and 
urged companies to stay 
positive and take a “we 
can do it” attitude.
Earlier Tuesday he 

phoned the leaders of 
Germany, France, Italy 
and Great Britain, trying 
to persuade them to take 
confi dence-building ac-
tions similar to those in 
the U.S. Britain was re-
ceptive, but continental 
European Union mem-
bers couldn’t agree on a 
broad bank bailout plan 
and instead offered a to-
ken increase in deposit 
insurance. This added to 
the gloom on Wall Street.

The communications department will host an Open Forum de-
bate regarding the legal drinking age in the U.S. at 7 p.m. today 
in John R. Emens Auditorium. 

Admission is free to for “Responsible Drinking Redefi ned.”
Derek Brey, a student organizer for the event, said the issue 

was chosen as part of an immersive learning program for a 
good reason. Despite creating extra work for themselves, the 
team of Ball State University students pursued hosting the 
on-campus debate. 

“The issue is a big deal right now because the 10 percent 
highway fund, which defi nes the legal age, will be up for revi-
sion next year,” he said. 

FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD CHAIRMAN BEN BERNANKE announced Tues-
day that it would buy the short-term debt issued by major domestic 
and foreign corporations based in America.  
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CapAsia students 
worked with villages
hit by 2004 tsunami


